[bookmark: _heading=h.3g4xaysk1sl7]EMS Week Blood Drive
Donate Blood. Save a Life.

Traumatic injury can happen anytime, anywhere. Severe bleeding (exsanguination) is the leading cause of preventable death in trauma patients, however, severe bleeding from medical emergencies can also result in fatalities. Research shows that replacing lost blood early with blood products—rather than IV fluids—greatly improves survival and medical outcomes. Simply put, giving blood early saves lives!

Why Should EMS Agencies Host a Blood Drive?
· One blood donation can help save up to three lives.
· Increasing the local blood supply ensures that blood is available for EMS agencies and hospitals.

Host a Blood Drive During EMS Week:
Step 1: Partner with a Local Blood Donation Center
Find a blood center near you:
· [bookmark: _heading=h.x0imgabxdba9]Where to Donate Blood
· Find a Blood Center - America's Blood Centers
· American Red Cross Blood Centers

Step 2: Pick a Date and Location: 
· Choose a location and a day during EMS Week. Consider hosting on Thursday, Save a Life & STOP THE BLEED Day

      Step 3: Promote the Blood Drive
      Spread the word using:
· Social Media (#EMSWeekBloodDrive)
· Local news and community organizations
· Sports teams and businesses
· Local politicians or celebrities
· Friendly competition—challenge local EMS, fire, or hospital teams to see who donates the most!

      Step 4:  Provide the sign-up information 
· Ensure donations are linked to your blood drive for tracking impact.  

[bookmark: _heading=h.qedmqp9e3txm]      Step 5: Track your numbers
· Celebrate your success and share with your community
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